
WordPress  
Server Transfers 



Why Would You Transfer? 

ÅQuality of service 

ÅUpgrade platforms 

ÅPrices, features, scalability 

ÅMoving from Wordpress.com to your own web 
host 



How Are You Going to Do This? 

With a quick overview of WordPress components and how they work with servers, 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƘƻǿΗ 



What Makes a WordPress Website? 

Files Database 



WordPress is Like a Pizza 



Why is that important?? 

1. You enter a WordPress domain in your browser 
2. Your computer queries the domain name server 
όƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ actually understand the domain itself) 

3. The domain name server then gives the 
computer the IP address for the website 

4. Your computer connects to the server 
5. The server delivers the files and database (pizza 

ingredients) to your browser which then render 
on your screen 

How does WordPress Work? 



You Need to Migrate ALL those files! 
(SCARY!!) 

+ + 

ns1.dns_server.com 
ns2.dns_server.com 

ns1.inmotionhosting.com 
ns2.inmotionhosting.com 



The 3 Steps (Self Hosted) 

Migrate WordPress 

Test Website 

Point Domain 



Database Migration 

ÅSimple! Not scary: 

ïExport from current web host or Wordpress.com 
(download a copy of it) 

ïCreate new database on new web host 

ïImport to new database on new web host 

EASY tool to use! phpMyAdmin 
 
 



Not Pretty, but Functional 



{ǘƛƭƭ bƻǘ tǊŜǘǘȅΧ 

Χ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƻƪŀȅΦ Wǳǎǘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ά9ȄǇƻǊǘΦέ 



OOOH! Here We Are 

LƎƴƻǊŜ 9±9w¸¢ILbD ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ άDhέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ 



Export from Old Host Complete!  



Now it is Time to Create a NEW 
Database on Your NEW server 

ÅSome hosts may have your new database 
already created 

ÅWhen using cPanel, use the MySQL Database 
wizard 

Name your new database 



Create a Username & Password 

Set user privileges 



Creating New Database Complete! 

Important! Copy down your new user info: 
Å Database Name: jeffre12_jeffb 
Å Database User: jeffre12_jeffb 
Å Database Password: test123 

 



Import the New Database to Your New 
Web Host 



Import to New Database Complete! 

You will know you were successful by the green box 
that says the import is complete. 



Migrating WordPress Files 

ÅYour prep work is now done. You can now 
actually migrate your files from one host to 
another. 

ÅThis step is EASY. It has 2 parts: 

ïDownload your files to your desktop from your old 
host 

ïUpload them to your new host 

Easy tool to use! FTP client 



Things You Need 

ÅFTP username 

ÅFTP password 

ÅFTP host 

ÅPublic_html file  

    (usually) 

IMPORTANT NOTE! If you get lost doing this, contact your web host! They should help. 



Downloading the Files from Old Host 

Å Create a folder on your desktop called WordPress Files 

Å Login to your OLD server with your FTP client 

 



¸ƻǳΩǊŜ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ 

DRAG & DROP! 



Repeat! 

ÅExcept reverse, on the NEW server 

Å̧ ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ b9² ǎŜǊǾŜǊΩǎ C¢t ǳǎŜǊƴŀƳŜΣ 
password and host. 

ÅNavigate to where the files are going to reside 
όƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ άpublic_htmlέύ 

Å5ǊŀƎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƻǇ ŀƭƭ ŦƛƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άWordPressέ 
folder that was originally on your desktop to 
the new folder 



/ƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ƛƳŜ ό5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΣ ƛǘǎ 
only one step*) 

ÅUpdate wp-config.php file 

*sort of 

EASY tool to use! 
 

Any text editor 
(Notepad, TextEdit, 

Fraise, etc.) 



Editing Your Config File 

ÅOpen wp-config file from your LOCAL copy of 
your WordPress backup with your text editor 
of choice 



Lǘ {ƘƻǳƭŘΧ 

- Edit the settings in your config file 
- Save the file locally 
- Use your FTP program to upload it to your NEW server 
- See? Only 1 step. 



The 3 Steps 

Migrate WordPress 

Test Website 

Point Domain 



Testing Your Website 

ÅMOST IMPORTANT THING! Do NOT update 
your name servers yet (unless you are feeling 
risky). 

ÅYou now have two choices: 

1. Host file modification 

2. ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ¦w[ όƘƛƴǘΥ 5ƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜΣ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ 
going to even go over it) 



Why Not a Temp URL? 

Å̧ ƻǳ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ŀ ǘŜƳǇ ¦w[ 
because there are a bunch of steps that you 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ όƛƳŀƎŜǎΣ ŜǘŎΦύ 
would be pulling from the wrong place 

Å9ǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǎŎǊŜǿŜŘ ǳǇ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ 
able to tell 

ÅThis would be sad! 

 

 



Why a Host File Mod Instead? 

ÅThis allows you to test your NEW website 
server while allowing normal visitors to access 
your OLD website and server 

ÅIt reroutes you locally through the host file 
modification to your new server to see if 
anything broke 

ÅThis is the critical difference between a temp 
URL  



What Do You Need? 

ÅDomain name 

Åb9² ǎŜǊǾŜǊΩǎ Lt ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ 

ÅAdmin access on your local PC 

 

ÅWhat the heck is a host file anyway? 

C:\Windows\System32\drivers\etc\hosts 

/private/etc/hosts 



Mac Host file 

Password? 



Editing/Saving the File 



Windows Host File  



 



Editing/Saving the File 



hƴŜ aƻǊŜ {ǘŜǇ ŦƻǊ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎΧ 

ÅClear your cache! 

ÅRun a command line: 

 

 

 

 

 

ÅType ipconfig / flushdns, hit return, you are 
done! 



The 3 Steps 

Migrate WordPress 

Test Website 

Point Domain 

bƻǘŜΥ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ȅƻǳ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǎǘ ŦƛƭŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƴŜ  



Point Your Domain to Your NEW Server 

Å2 ways to do this: 

1. Call your domain registrar (usually your OLD web 
host or GoDaddy!) 

2. Login to your control panel at your OLD web host 
and point the domain(s) to your NEW server 

YourDomain.com 

ns1.dns_server.com 
ns2.dns_server.com 

NEW server OLD server 



The 3 Steps 

Migrate WordPress 

Test Website 

Point Domain 



Transferring from WordPress.COM 

Export Data 

Install WordPress 

Import Data 

Test Website 

Redirect Traffic 

Additional Configuration 



Your Files & Databases Are Locked! 

ÅDifferent process because wordpress.com is 
managed (they run updates, etc. for you) 

ÅYou do not have access to the files or database 

ÅYou can EXPORT your content, but NOT your 
theme and/or widgets in an XML file 



Export 

ÅDƻƻƎƭŜ άŜȄǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ wordpress.comέ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ 
the official documentation, it takes a few 
moments to export everything 

ÅMake sure to export everything if you want 
your whole blog and comments to move 

Å Download the export file to your desktop 



 



Install WordPress on NEW server 

ÅGet a host with a 1 click install 



Transferring from WordPress.COM 

Export Data 

Install WordPress 

Import Data 

Test Website 

Redirect Traffic 

Additional Configuration 



Get Plugin to Import XML File 


